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Many of you will be aware that, in November 
2015, a new Community Benefit Society - 
‘Inspire – Culture, Learning and Libraries’ was 
launched in Nottinghamshire.

This new organisation has been established to deliver cultural, learning 
and library services on behalf of Nottinghamshire County Council from 1 
April 2016. Inspire has been established on a not-for-profit basis and will 
be run by its members, who will be able to vote for (and be nominated 
to) the organisation’s 12-strong Governance Board. One third of the 
seats on the Board have been reserved for the membership, with the rest 
made up from representatives of arts, heritage and learning as well as the 
County Council, who will continue to own all the assets for which Inspire 
will be responsible. Please note that, as they are separate organisations, 
membership of Inspire is separate from membership of FONA. However, 
joining up is a simple, free process. Ask at the Archives or consult the 
website address (given below) for further information.

Inspire will have a wide remit of operational responsibility including the 
Nottinghamshire Public Libraries, the Arts Development Service, the 
Education Library Service and Nottinghamshire Archives and Records 
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Management Service. Existing staff are transferring 
their employment from the County Council to Inspire, 
subject to due diligence and legal processes.
 
This represents a new way of operating culture, 
learning and library services in Nottinghamshire. In 
the face of continuing financial pressures in public 
funding, the organisation (with its exempt charitable 
status) will be able to access alternative funding 
sources – including Heritage Lottery Funding and 
applications to other grant-awarding bodies. However, 
the stated ethos of Inspire is to be a ‘membership 
organisation…encouraging active involvement from 
the communities which it serves’.

For further information on Inspire, see www.
inspireculture.org.uk (e-mail inspire@nottscc.gov.
uk) or write to Inspire, Units 4-6 Glaisdale Parkway, 
Nottingham, NG8 4GP (Tel. 01623 664943).

All of this raises important questions for an 
organisation like the Friends of Nottinghamshire 
Archives. We can undoubtedly be proud of the 
swift advances we have made as a membership 
body since we were established in 2012. A solid 
core of individuals and organisations with strong 
connections to the Archives have met regularly, since 
that time, to support and enjoy the benefits of their 
association, thanks to the splendid programme of 
events co-ordinated by Sheila Leeds. Thanks to our 
webmaster, David Anderson, we have a bespoke 

website - though offers of contributions are always 
welcome to keep it up-to-date and vibrant! Thanks 
to the efforts of our Treasurer, Judith Mills, we are 
now registered with HMRC for Gift Aid – a valuable 
additional benefit for an organisation which is wholly 
dependent on members’ subscriptions for funding. 
Thanks to our committee (Cherry Knight, Elizabeth 
Robinson, Christine Drew) we think about and review 
our objectives as an organisation. Likewise, with the 
assistance of Bob Stoakes, the Friends now have a 
coherent identity in terms of its promotional literature 
and visuals.

But we could do more. The Friends committee have 
discussed their response to the creation of Inspire. 
Whilst we are determined to continue with our core 
activities as a friendly, supportive membership group, 
united by association with Nottinghamshire Archives, 
we would also like to have the authority to be more 
of a ‘critical friend’ on behalf of the customers and 
communities which Nottinghamshire Archives serves.

In light of this, at the Annual General Meeting in 
March 2016, we will be asking for your support in 
changing FONA’s constitution so that we can respond 
more reflexively and efficiently in communicating 
the views of service-users to the Governing Board of 
Inspire. We are also proposing revisions to our aims 
and remit as an organisation. In effect, those changes 
will enable us to absorb many of the functions which 
have been undertaken, since January 1994, by the 
Nottinghamshire Archives Users Group (NAUG) 
under the chairmanship of Professor John Beckett. 
Until very recently, NAUG has been the principal 
conduit between the staff and management of the 
Archives and its customer base. It has monitored 
usage of the archives, suggested initiatives, acted as 
a lobby group and thought about funding initiatives. 
With the agreement of Professor Beckett, on behalf 
of NAUG, and Ruth Imeson of Nottinghamshire 
Archives, it has been agreed that those functions can 
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In the latest of our articles revealing interesting 
stories from the archives, Derek Wileman, 
Volunteer Researcher at Southwell Workhouse, 
uncovers fascinating details about the Fogg 
family of Sutton on Trent. Derek gives us the 
story of the family before going on to explain 
how he went about researching it.

Mary Fogg, aged 39 and married, was an inmate at 
the Southwell Union Workhouse in 1851. Her children 
Sarah (12), Ann (10), John (9), James (8), William (5) 
and George (2 months), were also there. What had 
happened to cause them to be in the workhouse and 
what happened to them later on?

All the children were born at Sutton-on-Trent, a 
small village about 8 miles north of Newark in 
Nottinghamshire. In 1841, Mary and her husband 
John - an agricultural labourer - were living in the 
village with their first two children. Other children 
were born later, and then in 1847 John was involved 
in an event which changed the lives of the whole 
family. 

On Saturday 8 May he slaughtered a fat ewe sheep 
in a field in Sutton. The sheep belonged to Mrs Hole 
of Carlton-on-Trent, the next village south of Sutton. 
He then cut the sheep into four parts and stole it. 
Information about the deed was given to the Sutton 
policeman. He passed it onto Superintendent Willis 
who went to Carlton 2 hours after the event. By 
following footprints in the field he was led to John’s 
cottage. John had been drinking in a local beer house 
until 10 o’clock the night before and was under 
observation by the police. At the fireplace, Willis found 
a pair of boots, which had the same pattern of soles 
as the prints in the field. They also had blood on them. 
The Superintendent went upstairs. John was lying 
on the bed. After a search of the house, the pieces 
of mutton (except one leg) were found between the 
mattress and the bed. John was taken into custody at 
Newark. He appeared before magistrates the following 
day and was committed for trial at the next Sessions.

now more effectively be advanced by FONA within 
a strengthened organisation which will allow it to 
monitor – and help to shape - developments at the 
Archives going forward.

From Southwell 
to Botany Bay - 
an archive detective 
story

As Chairman, I am strongly recommending these 
changes to the membership. However, as FONA 
is also a membership-based organisation, it is 
important that your committee know that we 
have your support for these changes. To that end, 
I would like to ask everyone who receives this 
newsletter to consider three questions - and to 
e-mail or write to me with their response.

1. Do you support the idea that FONA should 
adopt more of the functions formerly undertaken 
by the Nottinghamshire Archives Users Group?

2. Would you be interested in widening the 
membership of the committee so that particular 
groups, societies or interests are specifically 
represented on the committee? E.g. a committee 
member specifically to represent local or family 
history societies or the interests of depositors.

3. In terms of your membership of FONA, would 
you prefer to pay a higher subscription fee for 
the year (with free meetings) or would you prefer 
to continue the current subscription model of an 
annual membership plus £5 per meeting?

Clearly, these changes make FONA something 
more than what it has been to date - a critical 
friend as opposed to just a friend. However, I 
hope that you will agree that this is exactly the 
right time and opportunity for the organisation to 
strengthen itself in order to face the future - and 
to be inspired.

Please write to me c/o chairman@fona.org.uk 
with your responses.

In addition, I would be very pleased to hear 
from anyone who is interested in helping FONA, 
whether by considering joining the committee, 
helping recruit members, or writing for the 
newsletter (deadlines: 1 May, 1 September, 1 
January each year).

Richard Gaunt



The County Quarter Sessions were held at Newark 
on 2 July 1847. John pleaded guilty to the charge of 
‘wilfully killing one ewe of the price of two pounds of 
the goods and chattels of Elizabeth Hole with intent 
to steal take away and carry away part of the carcass 
that is to say the legs and shoulder of the said ewe 
against the form of the statute’. The court ordered 
that ‘he be transported for the term of seven years 
to such place beyond the seas as her Majesty by and 
with the advice of her council shall direct’.

On 9 September 1847 an order was issued to move 
John Fogg (along with others) from the County 
Gaol at Nottingham to Millbank Prison in London. 
The records show that John arrived at Millbank on 
15 September 1847, and that he could read but 
not write. By 23 September, he was moved to the 
hulk ship Stirling Castle - a prison ship moored near 
Portsmouth.

He was held there for 2 years until he boarded the 
ship Bangalore on 31 December 1849 to be taken 
to the Moreton Bay Convict Settlement near modern 
day Brisbane (now in Queensland), Australia. The ship 
sailed from Spithead on 1 January 1850 and arrived 
at Moreton Bay on 30 April - a four month journey. 
He stayed there until about 1854 when he completed   
his sentence.

Meanwhile, with John arrested and in prison, his wife, 
Mary, and their children, had no income from his 
work. How would they pay the rent for their cottage 
in Sutton and feed and clothe themselves?  Eventually 
the solution was for them to enter the union 
workhouse at Upton, near Southwell, to be helped 
by the Poor Law. However, just over a year after John 
had sailed for Australia, Mary gave birth to another 
son, George - so John cannot be the father! It is not 
known when they entered or left the workhouse. 
George was born on 27 January 1851 at Sutton-on-
Trent. The family were in the workhouse when the 
census was taken on the night of 30 March 1851, and 
the daughter Ann died in the workhouse, aged 11, on 
19 July 1851.
 

Moreton Bay Penal Colony .

Extract from the ‘Nottinghamshire Quarter Sessions Minute Book’ (C/QSM 1/45)



at Ancestry and Find My Past but census returns 
give only a ‘one night’ glimpse every ten years. The 
correspondence between the Union and the Poor 
Law authorities in London from 1834 to 1900 are 
available at the National Archives at Kew, along with 
digitised images on-line under reference MH12. There 
are also staff appointment books at Kew. Otherwise 
information about the inmates and the staff comes 
from any sources we can find. 

The above story was researched because one of the 
staff at Southwell Workhouse wanted some ‘dark’ 
stories to fit in with one of the National Trust themes 
for 2016. She mentioned the Fogg family as one 
possibility. The only information we had was from the 
1851 census when Mary Fogg and her six children 
were living in the workhouse.

The census indicated that the mother was born at 
Norwell and the children at Sutton-on-Trent. This led 
to a search on the 1841 census at Sutton. There was 
no evidence they were there in 1861 or anywhere else 
in the county. I was able to confirm the baptisms of 
the children using the parish records of baptism for 
the church at Sutton-on-Trent, and the parish records 
of burial of Ann at Upton, all at Nottinghamshire 
Archives.
 
When the mother states that she is married and 
not widowed it indicates that her husband should 
be elsewhere. This led to a search of newspapers.     
There is a wide selection of local newspapers on 
Find My Past for the whole country. The newspaper 
database is from the British Library in London. It is 
possible to access these on-line for a fee. The British 
Library has more newspapers than the ones available 
at Find My Past, but there are enough there to make 
some progress.

On 1 August 1855, the ship Cambodia arrived at 
Moreton Bay, Brisbane (then in New South Wales - 
later to become the capital of Queensland). On board 
were Mary (aged 52) from Notts. Her parents were 
named as William and Sarah Gilbert. The children 
were Sarah (16), John (12), James (10), William (9), 
and George (4). The three older boys could read and 
write, but Mary, Sarah and George could neither 
read nor write. The ship’s manifest was part of the 
inspection of the passengers by the Immigration 
Board. The behaviour of all members of the family 
was stated to have been ‘good’, and that their 
husband/father was living in Drayton, some miles 
west of Brisbane. On the page listing the boys, a 
note states ‘These boys were bathed with the single 
women and their mother - an arrangement which 
seems objectionable to the [Immigration] Board - with 
reference to the older [of] the males’.

The family went to Australia under the Assisted 
Immigration scheme. The accounts show that John 
paid £42 10s ‘to help the family at Moreton Bay’, 
made up of £20 ‘to help with the passage’ and ‘£20 
10s for the emigrants benefit before embarking’. 
After his release, John must have been able to work 
and save up some money to help the family join him 
in Australia. 

John became a carpenter. The family lived eventually 
in Condamine in Queensland, where John died on 27 
October 1864 aged 54 of ‘decease of the stomach’, 
an illness lasting 2 days. The son, John, was to have 
married Mary Ann Kelly on that day, but the wedding 
was changed to 31 October 1864. 

The deaths of the family members were all in 
Queensland:

Mary Fogg (wife) 1890 aged 79 at Brisbane
Sarah 1927 aged 89 at Neurum, near Durunder
John (son) 1884 aged 42 at Brisbane
James 1918 aged 74 at Brisbane
William 1927 aged 81 at Brisbane
George 1857 aged 6 in Queensland
Later descendents still live in Australia.

The archival record
Many of the records for the Southwell Union 
Workhouse have not survived. There are no Admission 
and Discharge registers, nor Masters’ Books. Minutes 
of the Guardians’ meetings and Union financial books 
are in Nottinghamshire Archives. All the English, 
Welsh and Scottish censuses are available on-line 

Entry for Mary Fogg in the 1851 census.
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It was soon possible to pick up John’s episode when 
he killed the sheep, the court case and various items 
regarding his movement from Nottingham Gaol to 
Millbank Prison. These came from the Nottingham 
Review 14 May 1847 and 17 September 1847 
editions. The newspaper reports give much more 
detail of what happened on that fateful day, his arrest, 
court case and the police activity, than official court 
records. 

The Nottinghamshire Quarter Session records are 
at Nottingham Archives under C/QSM 1/45 for the 
period under investigation. These just recorded the 
charge against John and the sentence given to him. 

On Ancestry there are the Convicts Registers (other 
fleet and ship 1791-1868). These give records of 
convicts from all over the country by year, showing 
name, age, date of conviction, where convicted, and 
length of sentence. Other records under this group of 
documents include Millbank Prison Records showing 
name, offence, where convicted and when, date of 
arrival at Millbank, ability to read or write, and when 

and where discharged. This gave the move to the 
Stirling Castle hulk ship. There were regular Muster 
Rolls for the Stirling Castle and John Fogg appeared 
on some of these. The one for his movement to 
the Bangalore before sailing to Australia was found 
by searching for his name. Apparently the original 
documents that were digitised are actually from an 
archive in Australia. 

Also on Ancestry are the New South Wales Assisted 
Immigration Passenger Lists. These give manifests 
of passengers for ships that were used. There were 
also sections that showed the monies that were 
contributed towards the fares of non convicts, by 
whom and for whom. Again the family members were 
found by searching on their names. 

There is a website called Queensland Family Trees 
at www.queenslandfamilytree.com which is used 
by people who live in Queensland, Australia or who 
have connections with Queensland in the past. There 
were a number of family trees which were very similar 
which included John Fogg and family. Different ones 
often recorded information relating to their own 
branches, which is where I found an image of the 
death certificate of John Fogg (father). They seemed 
to agree with my own research, although some details 
of the early period in England differed slightly, as they 
had not seen the original records or interpreted them 
correctly. 

This was very much a step-by-step investigation 
working from the basic documents and looking 
for new possible sources of information. I had not 
used court documents before, or some of the prison 
records. So it was a learning experience, even after 35 
years of using many types of documents researching 
my own family history. More and more digitised 
images of documents are being added to websites at 
the present time. There are still many more that exist 
only in archives of one kind or another. If there is a 
digital image of a document it is possible to accept 
that evidence. However, it is still important to look 
at original documents rather than relying totally on 
indexes of documents, which frequently don’t show 
small details like the comment about the boys bathing 
with the women on the ship. 

I had heard about men being sent to Australia for 
stealing sheep, but actually following this story 
through gave me a sense of what it must have been 
like, not just for the person convicted, but also for the 
effects it had on his family.

Extract from the ‘Nottingham Review’, 1847.



which has been on a wide-ranging 
tour, staying at locations anywhere 
from six months to one year. The 
book will ultimately be placed in 
the custody of Nottinghamshire 
Archives for future generations to 
consult.

Janet ended her presentation with 
the ‘Black Family Pledge’ by Dr 
Maya Angelou:

 The latest Friends event was a 
presentation by Janet Brown, a 
business consultant living locally. 

Janet took the opportunity 
provided by the bicentenary 
commemoration of the abolition 
of the slave trade (25 March 2007) 
to commission a book in which 
the Black Caribbean community 
could record their stories, emotions 
and experiences. Both Britain 
and the European Union made 
a heavy financial investment in 
commemoration events during 
2007 and Janet was keen to 
make her initiative as positive 
an experience as possible, whilst 
being very aware of the painful 
emotions which it generated. 
Janet was particularly motivated 
to document the contribution of 
the Black Caribbean community 
in a way which would record 
their experiences and provide 
positive role models for the next 
generation. Having commissioned 

Janet Brown with Elizabeth Robinson, 
Vice-Chairman, FONA.

You make us so proud -
a commemoration of the black renaissance

An array of photographs chronicling 
the journey of the book so far.

a very handsome volume, finished 
in 22.5 carat gold, Janet had the 
‘blank canvas’ she needed. 

At the launch event, Janet spoke 
in the company of the High 
Commissioner of Jamaica and 
the Bishop of Jamaica. Over the 
course of the bicentenary year, 
Janet attended a number of events 
at which she invited people to 
record their stories in the book, 
and was particularly moved by 
her visit to Wilberforce House 
in Hull, the birthplace of the 
anti-slavery campaigner William 
Wilberforce. Janet continues to 
invite contributions to the book, 

Because we have forgotten our ancestors our children no longer give us honour. 

Because we have lost the path our ancestors cleared, kneeling in perilous 
undergrowth, our children cannot find their way. 

Because we have banished the God of our ancestors, our children cannot pray. 

Because the long wails of our ancestors have faded beyond our hearing, our 
children cannot hear us crying. 

Because we have abandoned our wisdom of mothering and fathering, our 
befuddled children give birth to children they neither want nor understand. 

Because we have forgotten how to love, the adversary is within our gates, and 
holds us up to the mirror of the world, shouting, regard the loveless. 

Therefore, we pledge to bind ourselves again to one another;
To embrace our lowliest,
To keep company with our loneliest,
To educate our illiterate,
To feed our starving,
To clothe our ragged,
To do all good things,

knowing that we are more than keepers of our brothers and sisters. We are our 
brothers and sisters. 

In honour of those who toiled and implored God with golden tongues, and in 
gratitude to the same God who brought us out of hopeless desolation,

we make this pledge.



A Sunday to remember - two 
hundred years ago (continued overleaf) 
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If you would like to contribute articles 
to the FONA Newsletter please contact 
Richard Gaunt, Chairman.

chairman@fona.org.uk

FONA has a programme of 
activities at Nottinghamshire 
Archives in the months ahead. 
Booking information will be 
circulated ahead of each one. 
Hold the dates in your diaries!

Saturday 30 January 2016
11am, Members’ meeting: ‘Bring a 
Photograph’ illustrating a story or research 
interest.

Saturday 5 March 2016
2pm, AGM followed by Adrian Henstock 
speaking about George Sanderson’s map of 
‘The country 20 miles around Mansfield’.

If you have suggestions for future events, 
or could host a visit or activity, do contact 
Programme Secretary Sheila Leeds c/o 
smleeds@virginmedia.com

(from previous page)

Amongst the numerous centenaries of note this year, 
one of the more unusual - not to say unsettling - will 
be the bicentenary of the Nottingham ‘earthquake’ of 
Sunday 17 March 1816. Bailey’s Annals tells us that:

It was felt at half-past twelve, p.m.; and as divine 
service was not over at the churches, nor some of 
the chapels, great alarm was experienced by the 
congregations. At St. Peter’s and St. Nicholas’s, the 
consternation was so great, that service had to be 
suspended for a few seconds, and one lady was borne 
out in a state of insensibility. The pillars supporting St. 
Mary’s tower were very visibly shaken; but fortunately, 
the attention of the crowded congregation was so 
engrossed by the eloquent discourse of the sheriff’s 
chaplain, and the presence of the judge and his 
retinue, that the vibration was comparatively little 
regarded, and consequently the alarm was but slight; 
otherwise the consequences might have been very 
serious.
 
More detail of the nature and extent of the quake 
can be found in a printed broadside held in 
Nottinghamshire Archives (DD/MI/74/1). Let us hope 
that this year’s St Patrick’s Day passes without a 
recurrence of this particular event!

Richard Gaunt


